
Maine Township High School 

District 207õs Board of Educa-

tion has voted to eliminate 

academic class rank, a change 

that Board members and Ad-

ministrators firmly believe will 

benefit many District students 

as they pursue college and 

university applications.   

The practice of class rank is 

simply to assign each student a 

rank, starting at Number 1 and 

going on up, based on each 

studentõs grade point average 

(GPA). 

While class rank has a long 

tradition in U.S. high schools, 

many educatorsñparticularly  

Dear Friends,  

Weõre three weeks into the sec-

ond semester and already look-

ing to the end of this year and 

start of next school year.  Last 

week, we hosted over 400 fu-

ture Blue Demons and their 

parents at our annual Orienta-

tion Night; students and par-

ents had a chance to become 

familiar with the building, to 

visit elective classes, and to 

speak with Department Chair-

persons and other building 

leaders in preparation for 

course registration for next 

year.   

 

By now you may be aware that 

all District 207 schools are us-

ing a new Student Information 

System; students have just 

received information to access 

the new Student/Parent portal 

and parents will receive infor-

mation in the coming few days.  

This new system (òAspenó) of-

fers potential for teachers, stu-

dents, and parents to be able to 

access data related to student 

academic performance, atten-

dance and discipline, and pro-

grams that can help students 

organize information related to 

their classes.  Students and par-

ents will hear information in the 

coming days and weeks as we 

complete transferring data to this 

new system.   

 

Weõre nearing the end of the 

winter season for athletics and 

already starting to anticipate the 

spring season; Speech Team is 

ending another successful sea-

son; and Fine Arts students are 

preparing for the upcoming per-

formance of the All-School Musi-

cal, Thoroughly Modern Millie.  I 

encourage you to mark your cal-

endars and bring your friends 

and families to many of these 

upcoming events. 

 

This year we are looking forward 

to celebrating our annual Interna-

tional Celebration with a week of 

student activities we are calling  
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those in the more rigorous and 

high performing schoolsñhave 

realized in recent years that cal-

culating and maintaining class 

rank lists often prove disadvanta-

geous to many of their students.   

This is primarily because some 

colleges and universitiesñin order 

to pare down large numbers of 

applicantsñhave utilized hard 

and fast rules that deny consid-

eration to any student who ranks 

below, for instance, the top 25 

percent or top 50 percent of 

his/her class.  

The effect for Dist. 207 schools, 

with their concentration of high-

performing students in a rigorous 

academic setting, is that some  

East, West and South seniors do 

not receive the same considera-

tion from some admissions of-

fices as students who have a 

higher class rank but lesser over-

all academic credentials from 

another high school.  In addition, 

research indicates that calculat-

ing and maintaining class rank 

carries with it other unintended 

and undesirable consequences.  

Perhaps the most common is that 

some students, aware of the role 

that class rank plays in university 

admissions,  begin to choose 

courses based on how easily they 

think they can record an òAó 

rather than on which classes  

(contõd. on page 4) 

 

òSpringcomingó that will culminate 

in the International Celebration on 

Saturday, March 17; save the date 

and come to Maine East from noon 

to 3:00 p.m. for an event that 

represents who we are! 

Weõve been lucky with the weather 

so far, so stay warm, be safe and 

come visit some school events to 

support your children and their 

friends.  Weõre always happy to see 

you here at Maine East! 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Dr. Mike Pressler 

Principal 
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The time has come to begin to think about next year é the next school year!  Beginning January 25 

through March 9, Maine Eastõs freshmen, sophomores and juniors will be involved in the next school 

yearõs registration process.  We take enrollment for courses very seriously and want to be sure that you 

are a part of this process. 

Your student will be receiving an appointment time to meet with his or her counselor to review course 

selections.  It is important that your student treat this appointment in a very serious manner and work 

with his/her counselor in choosing appropriate courses.  You are invited to attend should it be conven-

ient for you to do so.  The appointment will be fifteen (15) minutes in length and cannot be extended 

since counselors are meeting personally with every student.  If you wish to attend the appointment, 

please contact your studentõs counselor as soon as possible.   

In preparation, review your studentõs academic goals with him/her and discuss what courses will help 

your student realize those goals.  Also, keep in mind that a student can take a maximum of six (6) 

courses plus physical education.  The counselor will help your student choose courses based on a 

teacher recommendation and/or student performance in the course.   

Please encourage your student to make good decisions about next yearõs course selection.  We wel-

come and appreciate your working with us in this important area, especially since we will NOT be mak-

ing schedule changes once the registration process is completed on March 9, 2012. 

Vic DiPrizio 

Director of Student Personnel Services 

 Course Registration Begins for Next Year 
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Welcome Officer Waddell, Maine East Student Resource Officer 

Office Waddell has been a police 

officer for 16 years.  He is a certified 

Juvenile Officer by the State of Illi-

nois.  Officer Waddell is also a Field 

Training Officer and a Bicycle Patrol 

Officer.  He previously served  as the 

School Resource Officer at Maine 

South High School from 2002-

2007.  Officer Waddell graduated 

from Lewis University with a Bache-

lors Degree and a Masters Degree 

in Criminal Justice.   

Officer Waddell is married and has 

two sons.  He enjoys watching 

sports and coaching his sons base-

ball teams when he is not working.   

Officer Waddell is impressed with 

how friendly the students and staff-

have been toward him.  He is look-

ing forward to working with students 

and staff and fostering a positive 

relationship between students and 

staff and the Park Ridge Police De-

partment. 

Officer Waddell is assigned to Maine 

East High School on a full time basis 

during the school year.  He has an 

office located in the Deans Office 

and can be reached at Ext. 6388. 

Please stop by to see him if you 

have any questions or concerns. 

Illinois Youth Survey at East 

success.  The survey is anony-

mous and the information gath-

ered is used to plan important 

prevention programs to reduce 

youth drug use and associated 

risks. 

Please see our website for more 

information on the survey. 

If you wish your student to not 

take part in the survey, please 

fill out the parent permission 

denial form that is included with 

the survey information and re-

turn to the main office.   

All forms must be returned no 

later than Monday, February 

13.   

Maine East High School will be 

participating in the Illinois Youth 

Survey on Thursday, February 

16, 2012.   

The purpose of the Illinois Youth 

Survey is to better understand 

Illinois youth risk and protective 

behaviors as they relate to stu-

dent problems and academic  
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Summer School Registration is Just Around the Corner! 

Summer school registration at 

Maine East will begin on 

Wednesday, February 22.  You 

may mail in or drop off a regis-

tration form to the main office. 

Summer school brochures 

should be online beginning the 

first week of February.   

If you have any questions, 

please call the summer school  

registrar, Ms. Balogh, at (847) 

692-8512, during summer 

school hours:  Monday through 

Friday, 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

The summer program at Maine 

East  encompasses both aca-

demic and nonacademic areas.  

Most summer session courses 

taken for credit are acceptable 

toward graduation. 

2012 Summer School Calendar 

Semester 1   Tuesday, June 12 through Thursday, June 28 

Semester 2   Monday, July 9 through Thursday, July 26 

Regular Hours   7:45 a.m.ñ1:00 p.m. (includes a 15 minute break) 

Quarter Classes   7:45 a.m.ñ10:15 a.m. 

    10:30 a.m.ñ1:00 p.m. 

Summer school will be conducted Monday through Thursday each week, with no classes on Fridays, 

with the exception of the first week where we will start classes on Tuesday and continue our 4-day 

week to Friday.  There are no classes the week of July 2-July 6 in recognition of the July 4th holiday. 

Please note that some classes may deviate from these time schedulesñmake sure you know what 

time your class meets. 

You can use summer school to 

take courses you were other-

wise unable to schedule into 

your program, to make up 

credit that you missed during 

the regular school year, or to 

explore an interest or career 

field. 

You should consult with your 

counselor regarding course 

selection for summer school. 

 

  JUNE 2012    Semester 

1 

        
  

          1 2     

3 4 5 6 7 8 9     

10  11*  12  13  14  15  16      

17  18  19  20  21  22  23  Semester 1 -  June 12 - 28  

24  25  26  27  28  29  30      

  JULY 2012    Semester 

2 

        
  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Break -  July 2 - 5 

8 9 10  11  12  13  14      

15  16  17  18  19  20  21  Semester 2 ð July 9 - 26  

22  23  24  25  26  27  28      

29  30  31              

                  



Among those schools are Glen-

brook North and South, New 

Trier, Stevenson, Highland Park, 

Deerfield, Libertyville, Vernon 

Hills, Naperville North and Cen-

tral. National research indicates 

that an estimated half of all 

public high schools no longer 

calculate class rank. 

How are colleges and universi-

ties that have placed so much 

value on class rank responding 

to high schools eliminating class  

rank?  Initial indications are that 

they are adapting, taking a 

closer and more comprehensive 

look at the overall student, in-

cluding their personal and extra-

curricular strengths as well as 

academic record.  Dist. 207õs 

research has not uncovered any 

instance in which the absence of 

class rank would have harmed a 

graduate and has found many in 

which eliminating class rank 

could have been an asset to a  

student seeking admission to a 

particular college or  university.   

Because we are in the middle 

of an academic year, class 

ranks  will be maintained for 

the remainder of this year.  

They will be eliminated for stu-

dents at all grade levels with 

the beginning of the 2012-13 

Academic Year. 

most interest them and will best 

prepare them for their particular 

higher education interests. 

While eliminating class rank 

does mark a departure from 

long standing practice, Dist, 207 

is hardly blazing an untested 

trail.  In fact, many suburban 

Chicago high schools similar to 

Dist. 207 schools in demograph-

ics and academic performance 

have left class rank behind in 

recent years. 
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News from the CRC - Sivling Heng, College Advisor /Illinois College Advising Corps 

Save the Date! 

Career Exploration Programs 

are here!  Different career clus-

ters will be highlighted on vari-

ous nights. 

This is your chance to learn 

about these career categories.  

Mark your calendars so you 

donõt miss valuable information.  

Attend one or attend all three! 

These programs are open to all 

grade levels. 

Tuesday, March 20, 2012 

Maine South High School 

7-9:00 p.m. 

Engineering and Industrial 

Technology 

Business and Computers 

 

Wednesday, April 4, 2012 

Maine West High School 

7-9:00 p.m. 

Arts and Communication 

Human Services and Govern-

ment Services 

 

Thursday, April 19, 2012 

Maine East High School 

7-9:00 p.m. 

Health and Health Management 

Natural Resources 

News from the District 207 School Based Health Center 

Planning to Play a Sport During the 2012-13 School Year? 

Come to the School Based Health Center to Get Your Sport Physical 

The School Based Health Center 

staff is happy to schedule a 

sports physical over the summer 

and throughout the school year 

during your free period, lunch 

period or after school when time 

permits. 

Physical Exams for Incoming Freshman  Will be Available  Shortly 

Beginning March, 2012 the 

Health Center will once again 

begin offering physical exams for 

incoming Freshman students.  

Families may call the health 

center at 847/825 -4059 for an 

appointment.   

Remember to schedule your 

sports physical in advance of 

the deadline as these appoint-

ments fill up quickly! 

Sports physicals must be com-

pleted annually.  Students must 

be registered in the clinic to 

receive services.  Cost:  $25 

Call 847/825 -4059 and make 

an appointment today! 

The cost of school and sport 

physicals is $25.  For those stu-

dents enrolled in Medicaid or All 

Kids, the center can bill the 

state for these services. 

Students must have a com-

pleted and signed consent 

form in the clinic in order to 

receive services. 

 

Elimination of Class Rankñcontõd. from page 1 



competition and become All 

Stars.  In addition, Joey Mal-

lonõs exemplary qualities led the 

National Cheer Association staff 

to ask him to apply for a posi-

tion with them.   

Despite the injuries and ill-

nesses that required several JV 

cheerleaders to step up and 

learn an entire routine in a very 

short time, the cheerleaders 

This season has been especially 

rewarding for the Maine East 

cheerleaders.   

Varsity attended an away skills 

camp for the first time.  Every 

member of the squad was 

nominated to tryout for the all-

star squad.  Two of our cheer-

leaders, Junior Tamara 

Jardeleza and Senior Joey Mal-

lon, were able to beat out the 

came together and proved that 

they were capable of beating all 

odds.   

The squads this year have been 

a pleasure to work with.  Best of 

luck to our seniorsñyou will all 

be missed terribly! 

Maine East Cheerleaders 

panded to include Moises 

Herrera, Mitch Melton, Chris 

Peters and Jim Tsagalis.  With a 

renewed emphasis on aca-

demic success along with goal 

setting and reward strategies, 

the Demons look to raise their 

level of performance both in 

and out of the classroom. 

The Demons are led by stand-

out triple jumper and hurdler 

James Shields, who has his 

sights set on All Conference and 

potentially All State honors.  

Seniors Jackson Cyril, David 

Cruz, and Zack Wallin lead the 

throwers, sprinters and dis-

tance runners respectively, in 

their work ethic and dedication 

to the sport. 

 

The Maine East Boyõs Track  

team has undergone some 

exciting changes to start the 

2012 season! 

Long time head coach, Chris 

Peters, has passed the reigns 

over to his assistant and former 

Maine East track athlete, Scott 

Schultes.   

Along with Schultes, the Demon 

track teamõs passionate and 

knowledgeable staff has ex-
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First Semester Student Commendations 

The following students were recognized by the Board of Education for their outstanding accomplishments at the des-

ignated Board of Education meetings: 

 

Name    Year in School   Commendation 

November Board Meeting 

Bell Skylar   10    Named to the IMEA Choir 

        IMEA District 7 Festival 

 

Marcin Joskolski   10    Named to the IMEA Jazz Band 

        IMEA District 7 Festival 

 

Brandon Lov   9    1st Speaker, Novice Division 

        Niles West Debate Tournament 

 

Batman Ontogtokh   4    Named to the IMEA Band  

        IMEA District 7 Festival 

 

Samantha Stevens   12    Named to the IMEA Orchestra 

        IMEA District 7 Festival 

 

Angela Wong   12    Named to the IMEA Orchestra 

        IMEA District 7 Festival 

 

Blue Regiment Band      2nd Place, Class AA Division 

        NIU Red and Black Fall Classic 

        Marching Band Festival 

 

Blue Regiment Band      Best Overall Effect, Class AA Division 

        NIU Red and Black Fall Classic 

        Marching Band Festival 

 

December Board Meeting 

Shireen Abesteh   9    Second Speaker 

        Cedar Rapids Iowa Debate Tournament 

 

Brandon Lov   9    Eighth Speaker 

        Cedar Rapids Iowa Debate Tournament 

 

January Board Meeting 

Shireen Abesteh   9    Octofinalist 

        Dowling Debate Tournament 

 

Christie Bek   9    Octofinalist 

        Dowling Debate Tournament 

 

Fidel Escarez   10    Finalist 

        Brickton Art Center 

 

Julia George   12    Finalist 

        Brickton Art Center 

 

Nic Juister   12    Scholarship Winner 

        Brickton Art Center 
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First Semester Student Commendations 

Name    Year in School   Commendation 

January Board Meetingñcontõd. 

Brandon Lov   9    Quarterfinalist 

        Dowling Debate Tournament 

 

Tara Matti   12    Finalist 

        Brickton Art Center 

 

Rahi Patel   9    Semifinalist and 5th Speaker 

        Dowling Debate Tournament 

 

 

Niti Shah    9    Quarterfinalist 

        Dowling Debate Tournament 

 

Michael Sherman   9    Semifinalist 

        Dowling Debate Tournament 

 

Ira Talanchuk   11    Finalist 

        Brickton Art Center 

 

February Board Meeting 

Adrian Delgado   10    Second Place, Humorous Interpretation 

        Lake Forest Speech Tournament 

 

John Depa   11    First Place, Humorous Duet Acting 

        Third Place, Improvisational Duet Acting 

        Third Place, Radio Speaking 

        Lake Forest Speech Tournament 

 

Natasha Laws   12    First Place, Humorous Duet Acting 

        Third Place, Overall 

        Third Place, Original Comedy 

        Third Place, Improvisational Duet Acting 

        Lake Forest Speech Tournament 

 

Brittney Mangurali   11    First Place, Humorous Duet Acting 

        Lake Forest Speech Tournament 

 

Raymond Roman   12    First Place, Original Comedy 

        First Place, Humorous Duet Acting 

        Lake Forest Speech Tournament 

 

Frankie Tilbrook   9    Third Place, Original Prose and Poetry 

        Lake Forest Speech Tournament 

 

Althea Yap   10    Third Place, Impromptu Speaking 

        Lake Forest Speech Tournament 

 

Edrienne Yap   12    Third Place, Original Oratory 

        Lake Forest Speech Tournament 

 

 

         

 

 



Chem Plus students from Mrs. 

Klein and Mrs. Etzwilerõs 

classes have been working on 

perfecting their chemical dem-

onstrations.   

The students will be traveling to 

Gemini Junior High School later 

this spring to perform their 

demonstrations for students 

there and to help them discover 

the wonderful world of chemis-

try. 

Chem Plus is an extra-curricular 

club for accelerated sopho-

mores interested in doing more 

hands-on research in chemistry.  

The club is in its fourth year and 

has presented at local middle 

schools and at the American 

Chemical Societyõs Chemistry 

Day workshops at Loyola Uni-

versity and Columbia College. 

and credit this experience as a 

stepping stone to their future. 

A big thank you to Advocate 

Lutheran General and Maine 

Township! 

Students from Maine East, 

West and South are lucky to 

have Advocate Lutheran Gen-

eral Hospital at their door step.   

More than 40 students each 

semester participate in the 

health care careers program; 

attending class at Maine East 

and going to Lutheran General 

two days per week to job 

shadow and tour more than 18 

departments.   

The juniors and seniors are able 

to explore a variety of health 

careers, experience the world of 

work with Park Ridgeõs largest 

employer and develop positive 

employee habits while in high 

school.  

Most of the students expect to 

pursue a career in health care 

Chem Plus Students Prepare to Take Their Show on the Road! 

Maine Township District 207 Health Care Careers Class 
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Poetry Out Loud:  National Reci-

tation Contest was created by 

the National Endowment for the 

Arts and the Poetry Foundation.  

Maine East students participate 

in their English classes by: 

¶ Selecting poems from an 

online anthology (http://

www.poetryoutloud.org/), 

¶ Memorizing at least one 

poem from the anthology 

and preparing to deliver it 

publicly 

¶ Reciting the poem for their 

class and competing to be 

the classroom winner. 

Each classroom winner is invited 

to compete in the school con-

test, which sends one winner to 

the Chicagoland regional on 

Tuesday, February 21.  Recita-

tions are scored in the catego-

ries of physical presence, voice 

and articulation, dramatic appro-

priateness, level of difficulty, 

evidence of understanding, over-

all performance and accuracy. 

 

 

 

 

 

Results of class and school 

contests will be published in the 

next newsletter.  For more infor-

mation, please contact Helen 

Gallagher, English Department 

Chair, at 847/692-8425 or 

email:  

hgallagher@maine207.org 
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Fifth Annual 

School Contest 2012 

Thursday, February 9 

6:30 p.m. 

LEAP Day:  

Wednesday,  

February 29, 2012 

3:30 ð 5:00 p.m. 

Room 034 

Give some thought 

to how you will 

spend the extra day 

on your calendar.  

 

Join a discussion of 

the film 2012.  

  

Enrich your apprecia-

tion for popular cul-

ture as it connects to 

literature, history, and 

science. 

 

Deconstruct the  

significance of the  

Mayan calendar. 



The Gift Card Program is an 

easy way to help the Fine Arts 

earn fundraising dollars for 

trips, contests, coaching, art 

exhibitions, theatre and all the 

fun things that Fine Arts stu-

dents do - just by spending on 

things that you do Every Day! 

Order dates are Wednesday, 

February 22, 2012 and 

Wednesday, March 21, 2012 

with pick up on Saturday, March 

3, and Saturday, March 31, 

2012.   

 

 As always you can use gift 

cards to purchase everyday 

expenses like food at Jewel or 

Dominickõs, clothing and other 

essentials. 

You can get what you need and 

earn from two to  fifteen per-

cent or more on EVERY pur-

chase to help the Fine Arts pro-

grams.   

For more information, go to the 

Fine Arts Boosters website. 

 

¶ Fine Arts Boosters host Line 

Dancing on Saturday, Febru-

ary 18, and Saturday, March 

24, in the PE Gym from 7-

10:00 p.m.   Admission is 

$7.00 for adults and only 

$2.00 for students with an 

ID.  Come out for a fun-filled 

night of dancing!            

¶ The Fine Arts Boosters next 

meeting is Monday, March 

5, at 7:30 p.m. in the Fac-

ulty Dining Room.  All mem-

bers are invited to attend! 

Fine Arts Boosters Gift Card Program 

Fine Arts Boostersñ Upcoming Events 

To view updated and 

detailed information for 

any of  the  Fine Arts 

areas, please visit the 

link at the Maine East 

website: 
 

http://east.maine207.org 
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¶ Fidel Escarez, Julia George, 

Tara Matti and Ira Talan-

chuk were all finalists with 

Nic Juister being the win-

ner of the 7th Annual 

Brickton Art Exhibition and 

Auction Scholarship. 

 

¶ Cedar Rapids Washington 

Debate Tournamentñ

Shireen Abesteh took 2nd 

speaker in the Novice Divi-

sion. 

 

¶ Dowling Debate Tourna-

ment  - Christie Bek/

Shireen Abesteh were Oc-

tofinalists; Branson Lov/

Niti Shah were Quarterfi-

nalists and Rahi Patel/

Michael Sherman were 

Semifinalists. 

 

¶ Lake Forest Speech Festi-

valñThe Speech Team 

placed 3rd overall.  Britt-

ney Mangurali/Ray Roman, 

Natasha/John Depa took 

1st place in Humorous 

Duet Acting; Adrian 

Delgado took 2nd place in 

Humorous Interpretation; 

Ray Roman also placed 1st 

in Informative Speaking. 

 òNoteóworthy Student Achievement 

Fine Arts at East 
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Maine Eastõs R Code  UpdateðRespectful, Responsible and Ready! 

ally positive.  Students feel that 

the program is beneficial and 

they really enjoy the popcorn.  

They would like to see teachers 

use the Demon Dollars more 

frequently in the hallway and 

with all classes, not just the 

òrowdyó ones.  They also would 

like increased communication 

such as more emphasis on 

when the lessons will be taking 

place.  They also really enjoy 

the videos, posters and signs 

associated with the various 

themes.  

Students also expressed a de-

sire for more school spirit.  

Maine East will hold its first 

SpringComing during the week 

of March 12-March 16, ending 

with the International Celebra-

tion on Saturday, March 17.  

The Winter Pep Assembly will be 

held this week along with many 

other activities. 

Finally, the R Code behaviors of 

Being Ready, Being Responsi-

ble and Being Respectful are 

not for school alone.  Please 

take the opportunity to discuss 

with students how these can be 

applied at home.  You may also 

want to talk about how Being 

Ready, Being Responsible and 

Being Respectful translate to 

the everyday adult world.  The 

more often our students hear 

about these behaviors and see 

them in action, the more likely 

they are to make them a natu-

ral part of their personalities. 

 

Our next R Code Lesson will 

take place during homeroom on 

February 23,  The theme for the 

lesson, Responsibility in the 

Hallway, is entitled òBe Respon-

sible!  Check Yourself.ó  Stu-

dents continue to receive De-

mon Dollars for being Ready, 

Responsible and Respectful 

during the day.  These Demon 

Dollars can be used for popcorn 

on Popcorn Fridays or can be 

used as raffle tickets for various  

prizes.  Prizes awarded so far 

have included Demon Wear, 

various gift cards and movie 

tickets.   

Members of the R Code Team 

met with students during Janu-

ary for their opinions on R Code 

initiative.  Feedback was gener-


